HLA antigens associated with susceptibility to herpes simplex virus infection.
HLA antigen frequencies in 150 patients with recurrent herpes simplex virus infection and 176 normal Iraqi controls were studied. Highly significant increased frequencies of HLA-A1, -B5 and -DR1 were found in patients as compared to control individuals. The frequencies of HLA-A3 and -A23 were also significantly increased in patients. When we subdivide the patients into groups according to rate of recurrence of symptomatic infection or ELISA reading of antibody titre no preferential association of HLA antigens with any particular subgroup is apparent. These results were compared with published findings for other ethnic populations and found to be compatible with them.